
Date: March 4, 2014

To: Thomas J. Bonfield, City Manager
Through: Keith Chadwell, Deputy City Manager
From: Kevin Dick, Director, Office of Economic and Workforce 

Development
Subject:    Acceptance of the Donation of a Sculpture for CCB Plaza

Executive Summary
This item recommends that the City Council accept a donation by Downtown Durham, 
Incorporated (DDI) of a sculpture for installation in CCB Plaza. The item also 
recommends that the City Council hear a brief presentation about the sculpture design, 
at the scheduled Work Session.

Recommendation
The Office of Economic and Workforce Development recommends that the City Council 
authorize the City Manager to execute a contract to accept ownership by the City of a 
sculpture to be installed on the pedestal at the southwest corner of CCB Plaza, or at 
such alternate location as the City might deem appropriate, subject to final approval of 
the design and installation by the City administration.

Background
On November 21, 2011 the City Council approved a Resolution Establishing a Public Art 
Policy, to establish a public art process for the City of Durham, including the process for 
the donation of works of art to the City of Durham. As stated in that resolution, “…a 
public art program is important to a city, because it brings social, cultural, educational 
and economic benefits to the public and visitors to the city…”

On September 23, 2013, following an oral presentation at the August meeting of the 
Cultural Advisory Board Public Art Committee, Downtown Durham Incorporated, through 
its not-for-profit foundation Renaissance Downtown Durham, Inc, submitted an offer to 
donate a work by Durham sculptor Alvin Frega to the City, with the sculpture pedestal at 
the southwest corner of CCB Plaza as the suggested location. The offer was reviewed 
by the Public Art Committee, which approved the design and recommended location at 
its September 24 committee meeting. On October 16, the Cultural Advisory Board voted 
to recommend acceptance of the sculpture, subject to technical review by City staff. 
Downtown Durham Incorporated offered the work to the city as the organization’s 
recognition of the contributions of Willam Kalkhoff to Downtown development. City 
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acceptance of the work was endorsed by PAC5 at its November 14, 2013 meeting. A 
process of review by City staff was initiated in October 2013. 

The proposed work will be a metal sculpture in the form of a chalice, designed to 
symbolize the rebirth of downtown Durham and the mission of DDI. It incorporates metal 
elements collected by the artist from former buildings and structures in Downtown 
Durham, including pieces of the former trolley tracks, the Imperial Tobacco Building 
water tower, and other structures. The three legs forming the base of the chalice are 
designed to suggest the city skyline. The piece will stand approximately ten feet tall and 
will require minimal maintenance. The cup of the chalice will be capped to prevent 
accumulation of water, leaves or other materials, in order to reduce maintenance needs 
and to improve the view of the piece from the upper stories of surrounding existing and 
planned buildings. The location, close to the building on Market Street which houses 
DDI, is recommended as an appropriate location, unless technical questions regarding 
the suitability of the pedestal require an alternate location. The General Services 
Department is reviewing the installation issues with the artist. DDI will be responsible for 
the costs associated with the installation.

Issues and Analysis
A major priority of the City of Durham is increasing and strengthening the economic 
stability of the City. Studies have demonstrated that arts’ spending contributes to 
economic activity and local government revenues, encouraging visitorship and 
associated spending.  Public art adds to the appearance of neighborhoods and 
promotes a sense of place. The content of the sculpture, connecting the City’s past with 
its future, will serve as an educational tool both for the schools and for the general 
public. Staff endorses the recommended location, which would serve to promote the 
continued revitalization and vitality of downtown Durham.

The encouragement of public art is a stated goal of the Downtown Master Plan, Citywide 
Strategic Plan and Durham Comprehensive Plan.

Alternatives
The City Council may reject the recommendation to accept ownership of the work or 
may reject the selected location for its installation. Not approving the acceptance would 
eliminate the opportunity for the City to own a significant work by a respected local 
Durham artist. Rejection of the location would delay an opportunity to complete a project 
of artistic, historical and educational merit.

Financial Impact  
Funding for the project will be provided by Downtown Durham Incorporated through its 
non-profit foundation, Renaissance Downtown Durham, Inc. Approval of the donation
will have no impact on the General Fund.

SDBE   
An SDBE summary is inapplicable because no project-specific goals have been set and 
no SDBEs are involved in this item.


